Appl eton P res erve
Note: Parking is available at the ME Inland
Fisheries & Wildlife (IF&W) lot located on Rte 105.

The Georges River Land Trust acquired the
124-acre Appleton Preserve in Appleton,
ME, in 2006 with financial assistance from
the Land for Maine’s Future program.
Public access to the property is provided via
a trail that leaves from the ME IF&W lot
next to the preserve. Recreational
opportunities inlcude hiking, snowshoeing,
skiing, and other low-impact pursuits on the
property's network of trails. Fishing from
the banks of the St. George River is popular
among local residents and hunting is
allowed with written permission.

Natural Features
The Appleton Preserve offers high quality
wildlife habitats along the St. George River,
floodplain forest, open wetlands, and upland
forests dominated by conifers.
Deep glaciomarine deposits of silt loam are
abundant with a small strip of till at the
Route 131 roadside with relatively few
boulders. The silt loams have allowed the
natural shaping of oxbows, ravines, and
gullies on the property.
The plant diversity is high with more than
200 species of vascular plants in seven
different community types. The most
dominant community type is the Hemlock
Forest, which includes small patches of Red
Maple Sensitive Fern Swamp in low-lying
riparian zones. Two open wetland types are
of special significance because they modify
the rate at which storm water and spring
runoff goes into the river.
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Wildlife
The upper portion of the property, near
Route 131, is a heavily used deer wintering
area, while the corridor along the St. George
River is considered important wading bird
habitat by the state. Rare species found in
this section of the river include the yellow
lampmussel and the brook floater. Other
wildlife species found here include:
Amphibians

Garter snake
Green frog
Grey tree frog
Peeper
Snapping turtle
Wood frog
Mammals

Beaver
Coyote
Raccoon
Snowshoe hare
Whitetail deer

Birds

Black-throated green warbler
Catbird
Common yellow throat
Hermit thrush
Kingfisher
Red-winged blackbird
Red-breasted nuthatch
White-throated sparrow
Yellow-rumped warbler

GEORGES RIVER LAND TRUS T
S ervi ce Area

Help support the Georges River Land Trust!
To become a member,
visit us at www.grlt.org or call (207) 594-51 66..

Each year, membership dues provide the foundation
for our conservation work. Your contribution
makes it possible for us to care for the 2,600 acres
(52 properties) we have already conserved, protect
new lands throughout the watershed, provide public
access to 40 miles of conservation hiking trails, and
work with local school kids and community groups
to educate them about the important conservation
issues facing our region.
Your membership gift will also help us host the
annual Gardens in the Watershed tour, and the
Walks and Talks series where we lead hikes,
paddles, bird watches, and intriguing lectures.
With all the inspiring conservation opportunities
awaiting us, we need your help to protect the
quality of life we all enjoy here in the St. George
River watershed. Make your investment in the
future today!
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Fish

Brook trout
Brown trout

Land Use
A section of the historic Georges River
Canal is believed to exist on the property
(see map). The canal system along this
section of the St. George was built in the
mid-19 th century for the transportation of
goods up and down the river. The canals
allowed boats to bypass the many dams used
to power mills along the river.
Like most land in this area, the property was
likely cleared for agriculture at one time
before it reverted to the forest we see today.
More recently, Connecticut Tree Farms,
Inc., harvested timber during their
ownership in the 1980's and 90's, the last
time significant amounts of timber were cut
on the property.

The Georges River Land Trust is a non-profit
organization dedicated to working with local
communities to conserve the special character of the
Georges River watershed region. The 225-square-mile
watershed is a diverse collection of lush forests, working
farms, rolling hills, blueberry barrens, and rocky
coastline. Founded by local citizens in 1987, we have
protected more than 2,600 acres, including critical
wildlife habitat, sensitive river frontage, and
productive farmland and forests.
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