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Country Gardens are Blooming 
in the Middle Watershed

Artist-in-Residence Seeking Shorelines

Getting ArTsy in the Watershed

M A R K  Y O U R  C A L E N D A R S

events
Monday, JUNE 23  |  6pm  Meet our 2014 artist in residence, 

Barbara Bosworth, at a reception to be held at the Highlands Coffee 
House in Thomaston. She will give a presentation of her past artistic 

work, which includes photographing the New England Trail, wild 
and scenic rivers, and a national historic park. FREE

Sunday, JUNE 29  |  9am-11am  Take a “deep looking” walk with 
our artist in residence, Barbara Bosworth, to learn about her photographic 

process and see the river through her lens. Location to be determined. 
Limited to 20 people. Call 594-5166 to sign up. FREE

Sunday, JULY 13  |  10am-5pm  Gardens in the Watershed Tour
Attend our 23rd annual garden tour of private country gardens in the middle 
watershed (Union, Appleton, Rockport, and Warren). There will be special 

talks at two of the seven garden locations as well as raffle and lunch prepared 
by Home Kitchen Café. TICKETS: $25 ( in advance) or $28 (day of tour).

Wednesday, JULY 23  |  5pm - 6:30pm  Join in a guided conversation 
about contemporary landscape photography with artist-in-residence, Barbara 
Bosworth, at the seaside home of Rob and Margot Kelley in Port Clyde. Light 

refreshments. Limited to 15 people. Call 594-5166 to sign up. FREE

This year’s 23rd annual Gardens in the Watershed tour takes you to 
Appleton, Rockport, Union and Warren. This signature event entices garden 
enthusiasts and those who love to take an outing to explore the richly diverse 
landscape of the Georges River Watershed. It’s a combo that can’t be beat — 
charming, creative country gardens boasting a palette of blooms, gracious garden 
hosts sharing their vision of what can be created with imagination, planning, garden 
knowledge and hard work, friendly volunteers to guide your way — along with views 
of the scenic St. George River throughout the tour. And to boot, all proceeds go to 
conserve the ecosystems and traditional heritage of the Georges River watershed 
region through permanent land protection, stewardship, education and outdoor 
experiences.

The Garden Tour Committee is very pleased to present seven gardens this year, 
each with a bit of a different flair to what comprises a “country garden.” You will find 
a few barns, artistic fencing, horses, chickens, productive vegetable gardens, and, 
of course, the backdrop of beautiful perennial beds. Bob Emmons will talk about 
the Japanese beetle at 11 am and Sharon Turner will give tips on gardening for birds 
at 2 pm. Back by popular demand, Home Kitchen Café will bring you a choice of 
sandwiches to order for lunch and 15 businesses have donated gifts to be raffled: 
an Ikebana flower vase, garden basket, dahlia bulbs, a summer wreath and more. 

We hope you’ll join us on Sunday, July 13th, rain or shine, to view the gardens. 
Tickets are $25 in advance and $28 on the day of the tour. You can order by calling 
the Land Trust, ordering online at georgesriver.org/garden, or at selected area 
stores. Tickets may also be purchased at any garden site on the day of the tour for 
$28. Gourmet lunches, prepared by Home Kitchen Café, must be pre-ordered. 

We could not offer this tour without the help of our sponsors (65 in all! ) including 
our major sponsor, Bangor Savings Bank. The guidance of the Garden Tour 
Committee is essential and the 15 members work throughout the year planning for 
this event. Another 50 volunteers lend invaluable support on tour day collecting 
tickets, assisting with parking, identifying plants and generally making things run 
smoothly to enhance your enjoyment of the day. Last, but certainly not least, are 
the seven garden owners who dreamed of their gardens all winter and are now 
outside reviewing their garden plans, planting, weeding, and getting ready for your 
visit to their country garden.

For a full calendar of events, visit georgesriver.org

S E A S O N A L  F U N  F O R  E V E R Y O N E !

Barbara Bosworth, our 2nd artist-in-residence, would like to photograph 
the shore of the St. George River and its tributaries beyond the Land Trust 
preserves. Geology, botany, ornithology — all inform her work. She is interested 
in the multi-layered way that people use waterways, for fishing, boating, swimming, 
and commercial ventures and is drawn to unexpected discoveries. 

If you have waterfront property in the middle or upper watershed, please 
contact Barbara at bbosworth@earthlink.net.

Founded in 1987, the mission of the Georges River Land Trust is to conserve the 
ecosystems and traditional heritage of the Georges River watershed region through 
permanent land protection, stewardship, education and outdoor experiences.

We welcome our 2nd artist-in-residence, 
photographer Barbara Bosworth, to the 
Georges River watershed. Through the 
partnership and generous support of the 
K2 Family Foundation, she will spend eight 
weeks exploring the watershed focusing 
her photographs on the brooks and 
streams, and less known natural areas.
Join us on Monday, June 23, at the 
Highlands Coffee House in Thomaston 
to meet the artist and view her work. 

Saturday, AUGUST 9  |  9am  Georges Highland Path Hike-A-Thon
Take a hike and raise money to support the Georges Highland Path trail system! 

Information and registration available at georgesriver.org/hike-a-thon. 

Thursday, AUGUST 14  |  3pm  |  Studio Visit   Spend a couple hours 
in photographer Toni Small’s Port Clyde studio, learning the black and white 
pinhole process as well as her ongoing study of the local groundfishing fleet. 

LAND TRUST MEMBERS: $35, NON-MEMBERS: $45.

Wednesday, SEPTEMBER 10  |  5:30pm  |  Fire Up the Dinner 
Join chef Mark Stevens for an evening of woodfired delicacies on the 
Georges River in Tenants Harbor. Watch the sun setting over the river 

and assemble on the porch for a unique meal and great company. 
LAND TRUST MEMBERS: $70, NON-MEMBERS: $80.

Tuesday, SEPTEMBER 9  |  4pm  |  Annual Meeting
To be held at our newest addition to Riverview Hayfields 

Preserve in South Thomaston with a program at the 
Finnish Church on local history. FREE

Save t heDate
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B REAKINGB REAKING
GROUND in St. George

In cooperation with the Land Trust, the town’s Conservation Commission led a group of avid 
volunteers in creating a new two-mile footpath that connects the town forest (Kinney Woods) to the 
historic Fort Point. The new Jones Brook Trail, as it is called, traces parts of Jones Brook and passes 
through a variety of forest types. Combined with the existing trails at Fort Point and Kinney Woods, 
the upper portion of the town of St. George will feature almost 3 ½ miles of exciting, four-season 
recreational opportunities for the community. 

The Jones Brook Trail is the newest piece of the 45-mile Georges Highland Path trail network. This 
signature project of the Land Trust is a unique trail system that facilitates a keen interest from its users in 
protecting the special places in the Georges River watershed. To date, we have more than 50 participating 
landowners who have granted permission for the public to access their land on the trail system. 

After digging in the dirt to create the Jones Brook Trail, the citizens of St. George dug in for an 
important decision on May 12th. The town voted in favor of allocating $25,000 toward the purchase of 
High Island by Maine Coast Heritage Trust, after which the property will be permanently conserved and 
open for public use. High Island is located in Long Cove, an area that the Conservation Commission 
has deemed a “Special Place” because of the intact blocks of wildlife habitat, archeological sites, 
undeveloped shoreland, and recreational opportunities. Not surprisingly, the Land Trust considers Long 
Cove to be a priority focus area as well, and it is home to our permanently conserved Tommy’s Island.

Beyond being a wise investment that will benefit the local community, St. George is blazing the trail 
for voter-based conservation initiatives in midcoast Maine. According to Marcel Polak of the Maine 
Association of Conservation Commissions, St. George is the first town in the region to allocate funding 
for permanent conservation. The future of locally-based conservation efforts has great potential when 
communities partner with conservation groups to protect significant natural resources.

The town of St. George recently broke NEW ground — literally and figuratively.

As a member of the Georges River Land Trust, you have a meaningful long-term 
relationship with the land and river. You probably interact directly with the land through 
gardening, hiking the Georges Highland Path, fishing those quiet pools, and eating locally 
grown foods. You may volunteer your time to help one of the many non-profits in our 
community that are improving our quality of life. 

That is the story of Charlie LeRoyer and Maria Salvaggio of Searsmont, members of the 
Land Trust since 1994. Charlie has gotten progressively more involved as a trail volunteer, a 
member of the Stewardship and Trails Committee, mowing on our upper watershed preserves, 
playing in our golf tournament, and helping raise money to support the trails he loves. 

Because so much of our land conservation work is about ensuring that the places we 
save today will be protected in perpetuity, legacy gifts (also known as “planned gifts” ) are 
indispensable to meeting that responsibility forever. Our Watershed Society members take that 
challenge to heart by including Georges River Land Trust in their long-term financial plans. 

This year Charlie and Maria joined 17 other members that have taken the next step and made 
the Land Trust’s legacy their own through a planned gift. They designated the Land Trust as the 
beneficiary of a life insurance policy and IRA. They made a gift that will help shape the future 
and solve problems they cannot imagine today.

“I feel very strongly that the Land Trust needs the support of the watershed community 
to meet its goals and plans for the future,” said Charlie. “Maintaining, and even improving, the 
quality of the river and its entire watershed will provide benefits for future generations.”
Photo: Charlie LeRoyer.

summer
FUN
spots

Let the Land Trust staff 
members help you find the 

perfect spot for summer fun 
with your family and friends. 

Visit georgesriver.org to 
find information on these 

locations and more!

The Pool Preserve 
UNION

“This is a great place 
along the Georges River 

for a picnic and maybe even 
a swim!” —ANNETTE

Spruce Mtn. Trail 
ROCKPORT

“This trail is a local favorite 
when visitors arrive from out 

of town. It’s the shortest 
hike with the biggest payoff:  

absolutely amazing views 
of Penobscot Bay and its 

islands.” —GAIL

Pleasant Point 
Nature Preserve 

CUSHING

“This property has 
a great little trail network 
that offers a lot of peace 
and quiet, along with an 

incredible array of mosses 
and lichens.” —JAY

Canal Path 
SEARSMONT

“This trail has something 
for everyone. Up-close views 
of the river, historical displays 

about the Georges River 
canal system, and a self- 

guided sustainable forestry 
tour.” —LINDA

Thomaston 
Village Trail 
THOMASTON

“This sidewalk trail hits 
all the historic highlights 

of Thomaston, from the old 
state prison to the working 
waterfront to the wonderful 
architecture of the town’s 

elegant 19th century 
homes.” —LISA

You have blown the match made by our Board members out 
of the water! With well over $6,000 and growing in increased or 
new memberships over the last 3 months, your Board members 
are going to meet their promise of matching those funds with an 
additional $5,000.

Many of you have stepped into Evergreen and White Oak 
memberships. If your monthly and annual support continues 
through the end of the year, we could pass the membership 
campaign goal this year by 25%, reaching well beyond $70,000 
in funds that will go directly into building your community through 
educational programs, getting our kids into the woods, conserving 
critical habitat and protecting the places that you cherish.

While the financial goals will be met over the coming months, 
192 members have yet to renew, and we need a strong membership 
to continue this work. There is still time — any amount counts, just 
stay with us!

You have made so much possible for our community, THANK YOU.

NEW Watershed Society Members

Strong Membership = Overwhelming Success!

Leaving Lasting Footprints

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO KNOW MORE about how to remember Georges River Land Trust in your will, please contact 
our Executive Director, Gail Presley, or go online to georgesriver.org/plannedgiving. All conversations are regarded 
with the utmost confidentiality, and no commitment is required to learn more about how you can make an impact on 
conservation that will stand in perpetuity.
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