


1: ONLINE (at link  above)

2 : E-MAIL ( info@landtrustaccreditation.org )

3: FAX (518) 587-3183

4: POST Land Trust Accreditation Commission, Attn: Public 
 Comments, 36 Phila St., Ste. 2, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

*Public comments most useful by July 1, 2014.4 easy ways to comment

Meet our new staff member
Part-time Administrative Assistant
Lisa joined the staff part-time in October 2013 as Administrative Assistant after volunteering in the 
office. Lisa first experienced Maine by spending many summer vacations in Fryeburg with her family 
on Kimball Pond, enjoying the incredible beauty of the White Mountains. Years later she moved to 
Maine, married, and raised two sons in Thomaston, spending time boating about Penobscot Bay 
exploring the islands and coastline. Majoring in Graphic Design, Lisa specialized in print publishing, 
working for several magazines, newspapers, and an advertising agency. Additionally, Lisa is co-owner 
of a marine electronics consulting business, handling the office responsibilities making her duties 
at GRLT a complementary fit. We are delighted to have her help!

Accreditation: Public Comments Welcome
The Georges River Land Trust is presently engaged in an application 

for accreditation from the Land Trust Accreditation Commission (LTAC), 
an independent program of the Land Trust Alliance, which conducts an 
extensive review of each applicant’s policies and programs. By achieving 
accreditation, The Georges River Land Trust will assure the public that it 
operates in conformity with national quality standards adopted by the LTAC.

As part of the application process, the public is invited to comment * 
on The Georges River Land Trust’s performance in meeting national 
quality standards. A full explanation of Indicator Practices can be viewed 
at this link prior to submitting feedback: LandTrustAccreditation.org / tips-
and-tools / indicator-practices/ 289.

LISA BAKER

  Rick and Sheila Tasker

TMTMLearn more @
LandTrustAccreditation.org

Conservation is a permanent commitment, one that necessitates 
steady and consistent attention as well as a long view. In this region, 
it is only attainable because of citizens — like the Taskers — who understand 
and can visualize the results of their planned approach.

Rick and Sheila Tasker were both born in Connecticut, each with multi-
generational connections to Maine — Sheila with at least three generations 
in Camden/Rockport and Rick with family in southern Maine. Both had 
successful careers as bankers. In 1988, they purchased their first home in 
Rockport, Maine. In addition to a variety of gainful employment opportunities, 
they always believed in contributing time and expertise to their community.

Maine really became “the way life should be.” In the mid 1990’s, the 
Taskers moved to Tenants Harbor, Long Cove. Shortly thereafter they became 
acquainted with GRLT during the campaign to purchase Tommy’s Island in 
Long Cove.

Today, the Taskers reside in Florida to be near Rick’s aging father and are 
reduced to being “summer people.” However, Tenants Harbor remains their 
emotional center and they make it a point to visit as often as time permits.

Maine’s landscape is a primary 
protagonist whose influence is felt 
daily—unlike most eastern states where 
environment is just a stage upon which 
life happens. The Taskers’ ability and 
willingness to include The George’s 
River Land Trust in their estate planning 
provides an opportunity to help influence 
the future of their “neighborhood.”

For that, we are grateful.



The Butler Road in Union travels up towards Appleton Ridge 
and remains mostly undeveloped. One of the earliest settlers of 
Union, Joel Adams, established his farm along its path. Two hundred 
years later, that same farm has recently been conserved through a 
donated easement by its present owner, Christie Dennis. On December 
29, 2013, she donated an easement on 214 acres. Christie and her 
late husband had been coming to the farm since the 1960’s when 
they bought it as a place to retire and enjoy the quiet countryside as a 
change from their otherwise busy lives in Cambridge where they had 
raised a large blended family.

Christie felt drawn to the woodlands on her property which backs up 
to Coggins Hill. Her intimate knowledge and appreciation of the plants 
and animals in residence on her land led her to conservation — to ensure 
the forests, streams and fields would be able to thrive as habitat, open 
land and productive woodland. She shared this vision with her family 
who agreed a conservation easement would best protect the resource 
and provide for their needs as landowners.

Among its conservation values, the undeveloped land is part of a 
large 864 acre habitat block which allows greater ease of movement for 

Recent gifts to GRLT

IN MEMORIAM

David Crossman, 
longtime member and supporter

Marion Crossman

Anita and Bob Siegenthaler

Kate Barnes, 
poet laureate and easement donor

Betsy and Mark Anderson

Marie Beston Sheahan

Linda Tatelbaum and Kal Winer

James Vogel and Robert Anderson

Marianne Keating

T. R. Jackson

Robert Rheault, 
founder and longtime supporter 

Bill and Barbara Bentley

Mary Alice and John Bird

John Blydenburgh

Margaret Boyajian

Richard Cleveland

Susan and Kennedy Crane

Jim and Kathy Cuthbertson

Dr. William and Alice Dashiell

David Elliott and Kit Pfeiffer

Laura and Eric Evans

Frans Gerritsen

Anne and James Jenkins

Hilary and Richard Matlack

Steven McAllister

Judy Powers and Nancy Hanrahan

Sid Quarrier and Eliza Bailey

Charles Rheault

Diana Rigg

Carolyn and John Rosenblum

Lynn and Homer Schoen

The Seth Sprague Educational and 
Charitable Foundation

Peter and Barbara Vickery

Matt West

Ken and Barbara Wexler

Charles and Beverly Williamson

Col. Robert Rheault died peacefully at his home in Owls Head on Oct. 16, 2013 
at the age of 87. He was a retired commander of Special Forces in Vietnam and served his 
country for nearly three decades before returning to Maine. Many stories can be told about 
the contributions Bob made to our community, but maybe his greatest legacy to our 
community is in land conservation. 

President Theodore Roosevelt once stated that “We have fallen heirs to the most glorious 
heritage a people ever received, and each one must do his part if we wish to show the Nation 
is worthy of its good fortune.” Bob’s life was focused on doing his part.  

He moved to the mid-coast in the early 1970’s and taught small boat courses with the 
Hurricane Island Outward Bound School. He got to know first hand the woods and waters 
of this part of Maine and recognized the landscape as part of our “most glorious heritage.” 

In 1987 Bob joined a small band of citizens who were concerned about development 
pressures and dedicated to land conservation. They were organizing the Georges River Land 
Trust (GRLT ). In Bob’s words: “We had no by-laws, no staff, no money, no office, no phone 
and no protected land, but we had a clear vision of doing our part to protect this heritage of 
woods, farmland, wildlife, water quality and scenic beauty.”  

Bob worked with the team using his leadership skills to build the organizational structure 
that groups need to be effective and he organized events to help spread the word of GRLT’s 
mission. In the beginning, GRLT had a temporary office, but no protected land. Leading by 
example, Bob and his wife Susan St. John purchased property in Owls Head overlooking the 
Muscle Ridge islands and placed a conservation easement on the property. This became the 
first conservation easement held by the Georges River Land Trust.

Bob recognized that land conservation was one of the most important investments of 
time and energy that he could make to help insure the vitality of the community. He served 
on the Land Protection committee for 25 years and was honored by GRLT for his 25 years 
of leadership and service in 2012.  

 Next time you take a hike on the Georges Highland Path or see a sign indicating that 
a piece of land is protected by the land trust, think of Bob and know that he had a hand 
in conserving these landscapes. We celebrate the life of Bob Rheault for his leadership, 
courage, foresight and the wonderful legacy of land conservation that he has left behind.

  Photo:  Rheault receiving recognition for 25 years of volunteer service with GRLT.

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

Alvin Chase, President / Warren 

Jim Robbins, Vice-President / Searsmont 

Ken Wexler, Treasurer / Owls Head 

Marcie Porter, Secretary / Searsmont

Peter Duffey  / Union 
David Elliott / Whitefield 
John Hufnagel / Owls Head 
Jeanne Klainer / Owls Head 
Charlie Merrill / Tenants Harbor  
Bruce Sigsbee / Union
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S T A F F
Gail Presley, Executive Director
Linda Arnold, Administrative Assistant
Jay Astle, Stewardship Program Manager 
Lisa Baker, Administrative Assistant
Annette Naegel, Conservation Program Manager

Land Conservation Legacy 
of Robert Rheault  By  Leslie C. Hyde  |  St. George

i n  N O R T H  U N I O N  n o w  c o n s e r v e d
a variety of wildlife across the landscape. Several 
perennial streams wind their way down the eastern 
facing slopes of the wooded hillside and end up 
in the Georges River. An open pond, centered in 
the large meadow, served as a farm pond in the 
1930’s and is now habitat for a variety of ducks 
as they pass through. A hundred years ago the 
property had a wood mill which no longer remains 
but is testament to its value for natural resources. 
Those who lived here before are remembered by 
the remains of old stone foundations of a large 
animal barn and house. From this point going 
forward, farming the land, working the woodlands 
and ensuring open spaces remain for wildlife are 
made possible through this gift.

…farming the land, working the woodlands 
and ensuring open spaces remain for wildlife 

are made possible through this gift.



Meet our new board member
Now retired from his full-time medical practice, Bruce can often be found fishing 
on the Georges River, bird hunting, gardening or simply enjoying time with his wife, 
Jane, daughters Kerin and Emily, and their six dogs.

Bruce grew up in a small town in Massachusetts, spending every available minute 
outside. His family started vacationing on Cape Cod in the 1950’s, though eventually 
he was drawn further east to Maine where his family has ties (his grandfather was 
Governor Milliken and his mom was born in the Blaine House). While his career in 
Neurology lead his family back and forth between Maine and Cape Cod, he and his wife 
eventually returned to purchase land in Union and build a home. In 2012, they donated a 
conservation easement to GRLT. Bruce strongly supports the mission of the Land Trust. 
Jane shares his connection to the land as do their daughters who live in Maine.

BRUCE SIGSBEE

Revel in the Region
Back by popular demand — our Revelry for the River series 

returns with 16 fun-filled events ! New to this year’s lineup will be 
a contra dance, tours of local industries, a photography workshop, 
a trip to Great Spruce Head Island, a Puccini operatic dinner party 
and many more exciting ways to celebrate the seasons of the 
Georges River watershed region.

For a full listing of events, grab a copy of Revelry for the River 
or visit us at georgesriver.org /revelry. Most events sell out early, 
so don’t wait until the last minute to purchase your tickets!

PURCHASE TICKETS @ georgesriver.org

Member FDIC

Member FDIC

in the towns of union, appleton , rockport and warren

“We are so appreciative 
of our event hosts ,” says 
Gail Presley, Executive Director, 

“Revelry for the River is a vital part 
of our annual fundraising effort, 
and 100% of the proceeds from 
ticket sales go to support our land 
protection, stewardship, trails and 
educational programs.”
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If interested in sponsorship, please contact our office no later than 
April 15th to have your name or business listed in the tour brochure.




