
Robbins Lumber Company, based in Searsmont, has 
protected a significant track of forestland along the St. George 
River, thanks to their vision and commitment to conservation. 
For 150 years, this family run business has been sustainably 
managing woodlands in the midcoast and providing products 
and services for our communities. This past year, they 
purchased an 89-acre parcel on the river in Appleton 
and will manage it as productive woodland, open space, 
and riparian habitat. They also saw the value of partnering 
with the Georges River Land Trust to ensure their vision 
for the land would last in perpetuity. 

This parcel is among 28,000 acres managed and owned 
by Robbins Lumber in the midcoast, but not the first time 
they have conserved land. In partnership with the Land for 
Maine’s Future Program, a citizen bond that protects valuable 
landscapes across the state, Robbins Lumber conserved 
20,000 acres on Nicatous Lake in eastern Maine with a 
conservation easement. 

The Land Trust has worked with many landowners 
throughout the watershed with woodland parcels who 
repeatedly demonstrated their stewardship of the land by 
including forest management in their conservation easements. 
Protecting forestland in our watershed supports the local 
economy by keeping foresters, loggers, and mills at work, 
and also provides habitat for wildlife, cleans water for our river, 
and sequesters carbon in our landscape. 

The old adage, many hands make light work, 
seems appropriate in describing how the newest trail at the 
Pleasant Point Nature Preserve in Cushing came into existence. 
The way this property was originally conserved 
set the stage for this most recent addition. 

A group of 25 neighbors worked tirelessly for years to 
aggregate the 66 acres that now make up the preserve, and 
in 2008 donated the entirety of it to the Land Trust. These 
committed community members enthusiastically assisted us in 
creating a ½-mile trail in the summer of 2011, and then eagerly 
set their sights on a second trail this past year. Offering constant 
encouragement, they helped pave the way for a new 250-foot 
raised boardwalk and one-mile trail, both of which were 
completed at the end of 2012. 

Putting Forests to Work Forever
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On A New Trail
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The boardwalk 
transports you from the 
existing trail system to a 
previously inaccessible 
part of the property. 
Once there, you are 
treated to a fantastic 
voyage through a forest 
with the most amazing 
moss and lichens to be 
found in any one location. 
You will travel deep into a 
dark and moist spruce-fir 
broom moss forest where green carpets of moss cover gigantic 
boulders of jagged granite— a positively unreal setting that you 
must see to believe.
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Robbins Lumber adds to this suite of values through their 
donation of a conservation easement. With this property, 
the Land Trust has permanently protected nearly four 
miles of riverfront in Appleton. In addition to the 50 acres of 
woodland with ash, white pine, red and silver maple and red 
oak, the property includes a 31-acre wetland complex home 
to wading birds and waterfowl. This stretch of river is along a 
popular destination for fishing and canoeing. As Jim L. Robbins, 
former president of Robbins Lumber stated, “Conservation of 
natural resources can go hand in hand with responsible forest 
management.” We are grateful to Robbins Lumber for their 
contribution to both. ■



“Mystery Dam” on the Canal Path

It has been somewhat baffling 
trying to solve the mystery behind what we 
call the “Mystery Dam” on the Georges River. 
For each part of the puzzle revealed, another 
seems to be added. 

I’m speaking, of course, of the Canal Section of the 
Georges Highland Path on Robbins Lumber Co. land in 
Searsmont. Completed in the mid-1840’s as part of the 
Georges River Canal between Warren and Quantabacook 
Lake, this section was one of several short bypass canals 
designed to lift or lower boats around a series of dams built 
to flood out impassable rapids in this rollicking stream.

The idea was simple enough: The dams would serve as 
big steps in the river and the canals with their locks would 
be small steps around the dams so boats could move in 
relatively quiet waters the entire way. The use of towing 
animals to haul the boats and rafts was unprofitable, so long 
poles and human muscle were the main means of propulsion. 
But that was life, and presumably it would be more efficient 
than carting products over rough country roads.

My wife and I have an expression, “N.I.E.” (nothing is 
easy), and this basic fact became more obvious as we 
scouted the route for the Canal Path. A half-mile below 
the Ghent bridge we found the canal channel along with 
the straight and level berm between channel and river. But 
both channel and berm ended high above the Georges. We 
looked carefully for a continuation of the channel further 
upstream, without success. This had to be the upper end—
therefore, there had to be a dam that would raise the river 
high enough to feed water into the canal.

Old dams required rocks or cement, and long after the 
dams were gone, there was almost always rock work and 
half buried timbers left to mark the ends of the structure. 
We found nothing. What reading we did on old Maine dams 
didn’t help much. It seems that old-timers spent more time 
working than writing. So we named it the “Mystery Dam.”

Not surprisingly, more information has come to light 
over the past two years. A key fact came from an 1869 
book titled The Water-Power of Maine by Walter Wells, 
then superintendent of the Hydrographic Survey of Maine. 
Listed in its yellowing pages was information on 15 water 
power sites for Searsmont:  

Seventh, two miles below, and below the junction of 
the east branch, “Dyer Mills”; saw and stave, operates 
part of the year, at present.

Article + Illustration: 
Dave Getchell, Sr., 
Founder of the 
Georges Highland Path

Eighth, half a mile below, “Canal Dam,” unoccupied; head of 25 
feet can be raised. This power and the one above can be made 
capable of large use throughout the year, by means of a dam at 
the outlet of Quantabacook pond, situated on the east branch.”

This tells us that Dyer Mills would have been located at a 
mill (and canal ) dam just above the Ghent bridge, and its pond 
would have flooded back as far as Searsmont Village and the 
outlet of Quantabacook Lake (the east branch). And a half-mile 
below Dyer Mills was the “Canal Dam” with a 25-foot head. 
This is right where the channel and berm mentioned above 
came to a sudden end. So there was a dam there!

This solves part of the mystery but leaves an even bigger 
one: Why is there no sign of what had to be a huge dam? 
Twenty-five feet is as high as a two-story house, and the 
distance across to that level on the opposite side of the river 
from the canal is well over 200 feet. A lot of careful engineering 
and a great deal of material was needed if the dam was to last 
beyond the next freshet. Most common at the time was wood 
crib and rock construction—a crib of heavy timbers was laid 
down and the spaces between them filled with rocks. 

But where are the rocks? If a high dam like that washed out, 
the failure would be almost explosive and much of the rock 
filling would be strewed downstream. The channel below the 
dam site doesn’t appear any rockier than the rest of the river.

So, I offer a theory, well aware that dam experts may scoff: 
The Canal Dam was very high and would have been expensive 
to build. On the east side of the river is a deep cut in the bank 
just above where the dam would have landed. Might the builders 
have sealed up both sides of the dam (wood was cheap) and 
filled the cribwork half with rock (which was costly) and half 
with fill from streamside (which was dirt cheap)? When the dam 
eventually disintegrated, its remains would virtually disappear.

Because of its great size and location, the Canal Dam 
was probably a vulnerable key to the success or failure 
of the entire canal system. In any event, the canal operated 
for only a few years, defeated by a changing economy, better 
roads, railroads, high maintenance costs and a river that 
would not stay captured. The canal was a gallant idea, but 
as W.H. Bunting writes in his superb book, A Day’s Work, in 
commenting on the failure of the Androscoggin Railroad in the 
1800’s, “costs were underestimated and income overestimated.”  
Some things never change. N.I.E.

Postscript: Dave is still researching this fascinating puzzle, including 
the demise of the Canal Dam, and welcomes any information or 
suggestions. Contact Dave through info@grlt.org.
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Wishing Well

Digital camera, $150

Four Orange Wizard Hats, $50 
(aka traffic cones)

New sign for the 
Riverview Hayfields Preserve, $400

Fingerprints and Footprints  Con’t

Revelry for the River started out as a year-long 
25th anniversary celebration last year. But, it was so popular 
and successful that we decided to do it again in 2013! 

We've lined up 16 fantastic events with fun and interesting 
things to do in all four seasons. New this year will be a sculpture 
studio visit, spa day, antiques appraisal, photography workshop, 
a tour of Marshall Point and Fieldstone Castle, reenactment of 
the historical novel Come Spring, and an olive oil and vinegar 
tasting event, to name a few! 

“We are so grateful to all of our event hosts,” said Gail 
Presley, Executive Director. “They provide for all the food 
and refreshments, and set an atmosphere of fun and warm 
hospitality.” One hundred percent of the proceeds from ticket 
sales go to support our land protection, stewardship, trails, 
and educational programs. 

Our new Revelry booklets are out in many of your favorite 
haunts. Don’t wait till the last minute to get your tickets 
or the event might be sold out! It’s easy to buy tickets online 
at georgesriver.org/revelry or call the office at (207 ) 594-5166.

Georges River Land Trust is proud to have nearly 1,000 individuals 
and businesses that have made a financial commitment to the work 
that we do. You are our members, and we can’t do this without you.

As we head into our 2013 membership appeal, we’re asking you 
to consider stepping up to be a monthly giving member. Whether 
you can give $5 to $40 each month and join our Evergreen Circle, or 
$42 or more each month and join our White Oak Society, members 
who make recurring gifts provide us with a steady source of income 
that we can put towards keeping our river clean, providing hiking 
opportunities for our kids, and maintaining the scenic beauty and 
open space that makes our region so well known.

Revelry for the River 2.0

Membership: 
We couldn’t do it without you!

PICK UP YOUR 
COPY TODAY and 

join the excitement!

SOMETHING FUN FOR EVERyONE!

To get started, visit 
georgesriver.org/ 
monthlygiving 
or simply call 
207-594-5166 
to join our 
Evergreen Circle or 
White Oak Society.

THIS yEAR, please consider being a monthly giving member.

Leveraging the effort of the Pleasant Point neighbors, two former AmeriCorps members, 
Mike Vilchinsky and Jackie Stratton, assisted with laying out the trail location. Bruce Gerard, 
Trails Manager for the Land Trust, helmed the boardwalk construction, and he was able 
to lure a few volunteers to gamely haul the materials into the work site. The Land Trust’s 
Stewardship and Trails Committee, a skilled trails crew comprised of Board members and 
individuals from the community, did final clearing of the trail.

Beyond people power, this exciting new trail would not have been possible without 
financial support from the Davis Conservation Foundation and an assortment of tools 
donated by Lowe’s of Thomaston. We may not be able to move mountains together, 
but we sure can build a fantastic trail! ■

it’s easY to do:
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Thursday, March 14, 6:30 - 8 pm
The Health of Maine’s Midcoast Estuaries in the Age 
of Ocean Acidification. Talk by Jon Eaton, Georges River 
Tidewater Association. Meet in Community room of Rockland 
Public Library. FREE 

REVELRy    Saturday, March 23, 3 - 6 pm
Sculpture in a Searsmont Studio. Join Stephen Porter who 
has created sculptures for more than 60 years. He designs his 
elegant abstract stainless steel, wood, and granite pieces in 
his studios in a custom designed post-and-beam barn. Visit 
his studios and see how his sculptures move from computer 
renderings or small models to finished work. Following the 
demonstration of his artistic process, join the artist and his wife 
in their nineteenth-century house for drinks and hors d’oeuvres. 
Limited to 20 participants. MEMBERS: $45 |  NON-MEMBERS: $55

Monday, April 22, 6:30 - 8 pm
Inspired by Nature, Fireside Poetry Reading in conjunction 
with Rockland Poetry Month on Earth Day. Poets sharing 
works inspired by the Georges River watershed. Event will 
take place in reading room of Rockland Public Library. FREE

REVELRy    Friday, April 26, 12 - 2:30 pm & 2:30 - 5 pm
Experience an afternoon of pampering at Coppola Salon and 
Day Spa, Rockland. Turn your back on winter and give yourself 
a head start on spring with an elegant spa experience! Each 
guest will be treated to a 30-minute facial, 30-minute massage 
and basic pedicure. Enjoy a glass of wine or another beverage 
of your choice and an array of delicious hors d’oeuvres, before 
you depart. Limited to 6 participants (2 groups of 3). 
MEMBERS: $120 |  NON-MEMBERS: $130

Friday, April 26, 7 - 8:30 pm
From Farm to Table - Part I. A two-part event that focuses on 
how local food gets to your table. Part I is a discussion about 
how local farmers get their food in the hands of consumers 
through community-supported agriculture (CSA) programs 
and the Good Tern Co-op. Representatives from Hatchet Cove 
Farm and Oyster River Winegrowers will be on hand to answer 
your questions. There will also be a behind-the-scenes look at 
the Good Tern Co-op’s produce-purchasing process. Limited 
to 20 participants; registration is required. FREE

Saturday, April 27, 10 am - noon
From Farm to Table - Part II. The second of our two part 
series is a private tour of Hatchet Cove Farm in Warren, 
where vegetables and farm animals abound. Kids and their 
families are welcome to attend! FREE

REVELRy    Wednesday, May 8, 6 pm
Antiques Appraisal Party hosted by Jock and Day 
Cowperthwaite. Who knows what hidden treasures you 
inherited from Grandma’s attic or bargained for at those 
Saturday yard sales? Now you can learn more about them 
at a special appraisal party as Kaja Veilleux, the mid-coast’s 
pre-eminent appraiser and auctioneer of Thomaston Auction 
Galleries, examines your discoveries and offers his opinion. 
Guests will savor delicious hors d’oeuvres and wine throughout 
the event. Each participant may bring two items to the party. 
Limited to 25 participants. MEMBERS: $40 |  NON-MEMBERS: $50

Saturday, May 18, 7 - 9 am
Spring Bird Walk. Led by member and long-time birder, Bill 
Goodwill, at Pleasant Point Nature Preserve in Cushing. FREE

22nd annual Gardens in the Watershed tour

THIS SUMMER, mark your calendar 
for a glorious garden event.

Explore the upper Georges River watershed with a few unique treats — 
sunflowers, scented geraniums, and a shade-loving plant specialist! 

Home Kitchen Café will provide a delectable lunch. Enter to win valuable 
garden gifts in our raffle. And enjoy homemade cookies provided by 

our main event sponsor, Bangor Savings Bank.

Interested in sponsoring the tour? Please contact us by April 15th 
to have your name or business listed in our full-color brochure.




