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Two and a half years ago, we began talking with the 
Anderson family about the future disposition of their fabulous 
200-acre farm at the head of the peninsula in South Thomaston. 
They are a family that dates back to the late 1880’s when their 
grandfather immigrated to Maine from Finland to support his 
family and farm the land in the heartland of midcoast Maine. 
The land was fertile, the waters productive. They established 
a dairy farm and settled as one of many Finnish immigrants to 
this area. Their home was the first town hall meeting place for 
the town of Thomaston.

Fast forward to 2011 when the Land Trust, having initiated 
the Bridging Two Rivers Project in 2008, now with 286 acres 
of prime farm fields, woodland and water frontage along the 
St. George River and Weskeg Marsh conserved, approached 
the fifteen family heirs of the Anderson farm. We are delighted 
to have recently signed a contract with the family to purchase 
the land associated with the farm.

Their farm, as the gateway to the St. George peninsula, 
has incredible appeal to the local community as well as 
significant natural resource and cultural values that resonate 
throughout the state. The property reaches from Route 131 
east to the Weskeag Marsh, and includes 25 acres of wetlands 
deemed important by the State of Maine. The site provides 
buffering habitat to the Weskeag Marsh wetlands, critical 
feeding and resting grounds for migratory birds, and a flyway 
to the St. George River feeding grounds at low tide.

The property is steeped in cultural history having been 
associated with one family for multiple generations, and is a legacy 
to the Finnish community, whose visionary immigrants came to 
Maine many years ago. Oliver Robbins initially owned the present 
house, built in the late 1700’s. He is likely of the same lineage 
found in the historic novel Come Spring about the early settlers to 
the midcoast. With so much history, the house has attracted the 
interest of a statewide historic preservation organization, Maine 
Preservation, who will work to conserve the house.

Fortunately, the Land Trust was selected to receive a 
large grant for the project from the Maine Natural Resource 
Conservation Program. This State and Federal partnership 
program directs mitigation funds from development projects 
that impact wetlands to worthy projects where wetlands can be 
protected and restored. With these generous grants, only 15% 
of the project cost remains to be raised. We are looking to the 
people of the St. George River watershed to help realize this vision 
of protecting an historic farm, important wildlife habitat, sweeping 
views, and public access to the Weskeag Marsh.

Please consider a generous gift to help us protect 
this land preserved for public access and enjoyment.

History in the Making along 
the Weskeag Marsh 

We’re happy to report that we recently completed a 
400-foot-long raised pedestrian boardwalk along a portion 
of the Thomaston Town Forest section of our Georges Highland 
Path. The new walkway provides an improved hiking experience 
for visitors who no longer have to slip, slide, and slog their way 
along the trail. It also significantly minimizes the impact on these 
fragile wetlands from pedestrians using the trail.

The Thomaston Town Forest trail features Split Rock, a 
gigantic glacial erratic that is a popular destination for local 
school children. Split Rock is an easy 1/2-mile hike from the 
Jack Baker Woods trailhead, and kids of all ages enjoy climbing 
to the top of it. But you don’t have to be a kid to visit – fall is the 
perfect season for everyone to enjoy a walk in the woods!

 This boardwalk project was made possible with generous 
financial support from the John Sage Foundation and Midcoast 
Marine Supply, and it builds upon improvements we made last 
year to the Jack Baker Woods trailhead parking lot.

Boardwalk Empire 

Photo: Diverse habitats on the Anderson hayfields.
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Plans for Public Access

3 Ways 
to Save 
on Taxes

We are excited to announce the completion of new management plans for two of our conservation 
properties. Cross Cushing Nature Preserve (Cushing) and Trolley Marsh Preserve (Warrren) will now be 
guided by comprehensive plans that help us manage the balance between habitat protection and public use.

 Cross Cushing Nature Preserve is a 
30-acre parcel that nearly stretches across the 
Cushing peninsula from the Georges River to the 
Meduncook River. The Land Trust acquired the 
property in 2012 from a group of more than 80 
individuals who raised money for its purchase. 
Earlier this summer, we hosted a gathering for those 
community members in order to discuss possible 
public uses of the property and identify those that 
were most appropriate given the natural features 
of the property and our conservation goals.

Based on that meeting, and after inventorying the 
natural resources over the past year, the management 
plan was created with an eye toward providing ample 
opportunity for public visitation. A low-impact trail will 
be constructed on the property and it will tie in to an 
additional trail on neighboring land that offers views 
of the Meduncook River. Funding is now being sought 
for a small parking area with signage that we hope 
can be constructed in 2014.

Would you like to avoid paying taxes on 
required IRA distributions, and at the same 
time make a sustaining gift to support the Land 
Trust’s critical work? You can make a Qualified 
Charitable Donation up to $100,000 per year from 
your traditional IRA to Georges River Land Trust. 
The donation counts toward your annual required 
distribution, but it’s excluded from your adjusted 
gross income. Not only will you avoid federal 
income tax on the distribution, but you may 

lower your tax bracket, and increase certain 
exemptions and deductions which are limited 
by your AGI … saving you taxes in 3 ways!

Your IRA distribution must be made directly 
to a qualified charity. This benefit has been 
extended to 2013 and retroactively to 2012. 
For more information, or if you would like to 
make a gift, please contact Gail Presley at 
(207 ) 594-5166 or gail@grlt.org.

 Trolley Marsh Preserve is a 113-acre mix of fields and 
forest with 2,000 feet of frontage on the Georges River in Warren. 
The mixed vegetation communities of this property present a 
diverse assemblage of habitats for wildlife using open meadows, 
early successional forest, forested uplands and wetlands, and 
estuarine marsh. The property also contains a portion of the 
historic trolley line dating back to the early 1900’s.

The management plan was recently completed in conjunction 
with the State of Maine as a requirement of the Maine Natural 
Resource Protection Program, a major funding source for our 
acquisition of the property. Trolley Marsh will be managed to 
allow regeneration of the forest along the low lying forested 
wetland areas of the property, with a goal of restoring the 
associated wildlife habitats and protecting the estuarine 
saltmarsh from degradation. We will also promote mixed habitats 
of the uplands for a variety of species, including grouse, deer, 
and warblers.

Public uses of the property will include low-impact recreation 
such as hiking, nature observation, and hunting. Next year, we 
will begin creating a trail system to take advantage of the natural 
and historical features of the property. At that time, we will also 
formalize the parking area off Route 131, install signage and an 
information kiosk.
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Cross Cushing Nature Preserve 
a 30-acre parcel

Trolley Marsh Preserve 
113-acres of field and forest

2



Founded in 1987, the mission of the 
Georges River Land Trust is to conserve 

the ecosystems and traditional heritage of 
the Georges River watershed region through 

permanent land protection, stewardship, 
education, and outdoor experiences.
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Fall Hiking Reminder
Wishing Well

Blaze Paint – $150 
To brightly mark the 45 miles of our 

Georges Highland Path trail system with 
our signature blue blazes

Hard Drive – $250 
To store our digital photo collection

New Footbridge for 
Hogback Mountain trail – $500

4 Traffic Cones – $60 
To mark parking for our events

Wish Fulfilled! Huge thanks to volunteer, 
Bob Weisert, for getting a new digital camera 

donated from Walmart; and thanks to Walmart!

NOTICE: Due to landowner request, the following sections* 
of the Georges Highland Path are closed during hunting 
season (October 20 - December 8, 2013) :

Additionally, hunting is allowed on many of our preserves. 
Non-hunters should plan to visit on Sundays when hunting is 
prohibited. If you’re interested in hunting the properties, 
please contact us for written permission.

If you are going to hike this fall, please use extreme caution 
and wear brightly colored clothing (preferably Blaze Orange).

*Canal Path, Searsmont *Hogback Mountain, Montville

“Each generation makes its own 
contribution to the legacy 
of the region.”

—Flagstaff 
Area Regional 
Land Use and 
Transportation 
Plan

Few gifts make more of an impact than 
a gift through your will. Last year, Stacy and 
John Benjamin made a commitment to the 
Land Trust that will change our future.

Stacy and John came directly to Maine 
after college in the 80’s to begin their careers 
at a time when many young people were 
leaving Maine. They fell in love with the fresh, 
clean air, blue skies, and starry nights.

Stacy’s career kept her focused on 
conservation and regional planning. After 
meeting Annette Naegel, our Conservation 
Program Manager, she was very inspired 
by Annette’s exemplary knowledge and 
dedication. The Land Trust’s commitment to 
wildland conservation and working lands led 

Stacy to join our Lands Committee in 2009, 
and then our Board in 2011.

In addition to Stacy’s time, expertise and 
dedication to the Land Trust, she and John 
recently carried on their legacy to the region 
by naming the Land Trust in their wills.

It is their hope that their gift will help the 
Land Trust build an endowment large enough 
to allow for a 100% focus on conservation and 
stewardship, eliminating the worry of raising 
funds for operations. Our endowment is what 
allows us to make our work permanent for future 
generations, and we cannot thank them enough.

Will you consider making a gift through your 
will? Contact our office today to learn more.

By Pamela Kowald A Legacy Gift to 
Change Our Future 

Now Available Online 
Get out and Explore!
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