
At the August 19th annual meeting and 25th anniversary celebration at the Gerard/Frazer 
easement in Warren, retiring Board member David Farmer was honored for nine years of 
service. David became a member of the Land Trust in 2002, and volunteered right away. 
He organized four outreach programs for the summer of 2002, and wrote the press releases 
for the events. In his second year, he expanded the outreach program to ten events. His 
work was the start of our ongoing Walks and Talks series. He joined the Board in 2003 and 
has served on many committees and as the Outreach and Education Committee Chair, 
Governance Committee Chair, Vice President, and President of the 
Board. His expertise in the art world has helped us forge key 
partnerships with the art community in midcoast Maine.

Board member honored for service

The Sigsbee family has permanently conserved the western 
slope of Barrett Hill in Hope, along with blueberry lands in 
Union and Appleton. On August 2, Bruce and Jane Sigsbee 
granted a conservation easement to the Georges River Land 
Trust that will allow their 100-acre property which fronts on 
Sennebec Road in Union and Appleton to remain as wildlife 
habitat and farmland forever.

The Sigsbees bought the land because of their long-term 
attachment to open spaces. Bruce grew up near Cape Cod 
and witnessed his childhood haunts destroyed by widespread 
development that he believes changed the traditional nature of 
the area. Within a few years of moving to Union and watching 
bald eagles catch wind thermals along the face of Barrett Hill, 
deer and other wildlife venture into their fields, and hearing 
wood frogs welcome the spring in the wetlands, they felt it was 
timely to place their land under permanent conservation. They 
first heard of the Land Trust at a public forum in Union, and that 
became the catalyst for their decision. As Bruce recalls, “We 
were seeing the encroachment of homes on the ridge behind us, 
where before we had only witnessed the silhouette of trees and 
falcons swooping overhead.”

“This 100-acre tract is quite diverse,” commented Annette 
Naegel, Conservation Program Manager for the Land Trust. 

“It has mature woodlands, hayfields, and an important wetland 
complex that drains into Seven Tree Pond.” In addition to 
their own careful management of the woodland and trails, 
they contract with Nash Blueberries to manage more than 16 
acres of blueberry fields. From Sennebec Road, this property 
offers sweeping views of blueberry barrens that will never be 
developed. Within a half mile of the property, along Sennebec 

Pond, is a 66-acre conserved property held in easement by 
Georges River Land Trust.

The Land Trust is grateful for the Sigsbee’s vision and their 
commitment to not repeating what they saw happening near their 
home in Cape Cod, knowing they are providing places for wildlife 
to roam, forests to grow, and farmland to remain in production.

Hope, Union & Appleton land 
permanently conserved
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COMiNg THiS wiNTER!
Oyster River Winegrowers will be embarking on a new 
endeavor with horsedrawn farm deliveries to the Rockland 
area. Service will run November - March. Sign-up today!  
Call 273-2998 for more information.

In June, Oyster River Winegrowers and Uproot Pie Co. 
hosted a Revelry for the River event at the Oyster River 
Winegrowers barn in Warren. Jess Shepherd, owner of Uproot 
Pie Co., was able to source the entire four-course meal from local 
growers and producers. Many farms happily made donations 
for the evening, knowing that it would benefit the Land Trust. 
The evening began with appetizer sausages from Treble Ridge 
Farm, cheese from Appleton Creamery, and bread from Atlantic 
Baking Company. A salad course with mixed greens from 

Hatchet Cove Farm was bedecked with freshly picked pansies, 
and dressed with olive oil donated by Fiore. Terra Optima Farm 
gave chickens for the main course and Beth’s Farm Market 
donated the strawberries for the showstopper dessert: strawberry 
shortcake with vanilla ice cream from Stone Fox Creamery. Oyster 
River Winegrowers provided the wine for the evening. All of the 
cooking was done in Uproot Pie’s mobile, wood-fired oven.

The meal was casual and family style. Three large picnic 
tables were lined up in a row down the center of the barn. 
Everyone sat close to one another and dined on a collection of 
mis-matched plates and silverware. Even the public bathroom, 
which was an outhouse, added charm to this truly authentic 
farm dinner.

“Hosting the event was a lot of fun,” said Allie Willenbrink, 
co-owner of Oyster River Winegrowers. “We were plating the 
whole meal in the farmhouse, and running it out to the attached 
barn. There were a lot of hands on deck, including our farm 
apprentices, that kept things running smoothly. My favorite 
memory was seeing all the strawberry shortcake plates lined up 
on our dining room table before they were sent out to the guests.”

Source: Allie Willenbrink

Local growers & producers collaborate to host dinner

It is hard to find all the words that capture our gratitude for the work and dedication 
of Bob Rheault. He has been a constant presence and influence on the Land Trust from the 
beginning. He was one of our founding Board members in 1987, and has remained on the 
Land Protection Committee ever since. He is one of the few volunteers of the organization 
who has developed long-term relationships with land donors and understands that 
persistence and patience are par for the course in land conservation. “After all, land is one 
of our prime assets with deep connections and stories tied to it,” he muses. 

Before there was a Georges River Land Trust, Bob Rheault thought about the importance 
of conservation and decided to protect his own 32 acres of prime waterfront in Owls Head 
overlooking the Muscle Ridge islands. His easement went to Maine Coast Heritage Trust, 
protecting the mature spruce forest and extensive shoreline. He then set about to ensure 
there would be a local land trust to protect other special landscapes in the midcoast. Back 
in the 1980’s, Bob predicted that land conservation would be one of the most important 
investments of time and energy he could imagine for the vitality of our community. He is right! 
Without his tact and finesse, many projects would not have happened. People involved with 
the Land Trust admire and look to Bob for his perspective, as he certainly has the long view 
of conservation. We are most grateful to Bob for his tenure, dedication, vision and support.

Above: Bob Rheault presented with a photograph by John Kaznecki.

Founding Member, 
Volunteer + Friend:

Bob Rheault



Founded in 1987, the mission of the 
Georges River Land Trust is to conserve 

the ecosystems and traditional heritage of 
the Georges River watershed region through 

permanent land protection, stewardship, 
education, and outdoor experiences.
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pLEASE REMEMBER:

• Use extreme caution. 

• Wear brightly colored (preferably blaze orange) clothing.

• Hunting is allowed on many of our preserves. If you aren’t hunting, 
 we encourage you to plan your visits on Sundays, when hunting is prohibited. 
 If you’re interested in hunting the properties, please contact us for written permission.

• Due to landowner request, the following sections of the Georges Highland Path 
 are closed during hunting season (10/29/12 - 12/8/12): Canal Path, Searsmont;   
 Hogback Mountain, Montville.

It’s a bit of work 
to get to the top, 
but you have 
a birds-eye 
view of the 
entire region —  
the spectrum of 
leaves against 
the deep blues 
of Penobscot Bay 
& inland lakes 
make the hike 
to each summit 
worthwhile.

BRUCE’S piCk:

Ragged (or) 
Spruce Mnt.

The mixed 
hardwoods in 
this area are 
stunning in their 
fall color, and I 
often see deer, 
turkeys & grouse. 
Plus, our new 
bridge is the 
perfect 
lunch spot!

gAiL’S piCk:

Oyster River 
Bog Trail

This is an easy 
walk along the 
St. George River 
under a canopy 
of reds & yellows 
set against the 
dark green of 
pine trees.

LiNDA’S piCk:

Canal Path,
Searsmont

LET OUR STAFF

BE yOUR 
gUiDE

take a 
HiKE!

WisHiNG WELL
Digital camera, $150

2 drawer filing cabinet, $150

Trail head metal signs 
for Georges Highland Path, $250

Chainsaw, $250

Knee pad for filing, $20

tHaNK YOU 
to the following who 
responded to a past 

wish list:
Dr. Leonard Greenhalgh, 

Property boundary markers

Lowe’s Thomaston Store, 
Long list of power and hand tools

It is crucial to our success to protect 
the beautiful scenery, wildlife habitat, 
waterways and hiking trails of the Georges 
River watershed.

Our new program, the White Oak 
Society, has grown to over 20 members 
in only a few months, while our Evergreen 
Circle  expands steadily each year. 
Membership support, however, only meets 
a portion of the needs each year. Our Fall 
Appeal is what prepares us for the new 
year, and we need your continued support.

As we give thanks for everything that 
makes living here so special, please continue 
your support by giving a year-end gift to our 
2012 Fall Appeal due out in November.

For now, enjoy this beautiful autumn!

As we head into fall, 
we want to thank you for 

your fantastic support.

giving Thanks for 
Nature’s B   unty

Funding for this position provided by 
the Maine Recreational Trails Program.

This summer and fall, we had the pleasure 
of hosting Jackie Stratton, an AmeriCorps/
Maine Conservation Corps member. A native 
of New Hampshire and graduate of Colorado 
State University, Jackie spent much of her time 
maintaining our existing trails, clearing our new 
Ridge to River Trail in Searsmont, and working 
on a second trail at the Pleasant Point Nature 
Preserve. She also attended the Rockland 
and Union farmers markets, talking with local 
residents about our farmland protection efforts. 
A heart-felt “thank you” from the Land Trust!

A He lping Hand
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Thursday, November 8, 6:30 pm
Talk about “Maine’s Wild Turkey Population.” Kelsey 
Sullivan, Migratory and Upland Game Bird biologist with 
the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, will share 
information about turkeys, tips on seeing and hearing them, 
human/wildlife interactions, harvest information and the 
comeback of this wild game bird to Maine! Co-sponsored 
with Rockland Public Library. FREE

REVELRy    Sunday, December 16, 6:00 pm
Come caroling in Thomaston. Carl Danielson and Carolyn 
Whitaker will host a caroling party at their restored Main Street 
home, which will be decorated for the holidays. After caroling 
through the neighborhoods of this beautiful town, the revelers 
will return to this Greek Revival home, which was built for a sea 
captain in 1852. There you will enjoy mugs of soup and other 
holiday cheer. MEMBERS: $25 |  NON-MEMBERS: $30

FOR TiCkET + EVENT iNFORMATiON, ViSiT:

www.grlt.org /revelryevents.html
www.grlt.org /calendar.html

Saturday, October 6, 9:30 - 11 am
Hike on the Canal Path, an interpretative trail. Learn about 
the newest discoveries of this section of canal and another 
piece of the mystery uncovered! Suitable for children and 
families. Led by Dave Getchell, volunteer. Call our office 
to register. FREE 

REVELRy    October 18, 5:30 pm
Lifting the Curtain Election Coverage >> SOLD OUT!

REVELRy    Saturday, October 27, starts at 5 pm
Join hosts Karin and Bob Weisert for tricks & treats at a 
Spooktacular Halloween party. Gremlins and goblins and 
witches on brooms. You are invited to party under the moon! 
It’s the Weisert’s Halloween Party that will be such a fright. 
Dancing, dinner and music this night! Come dressed as 
yourself, OR a witch or a ghost. Prizes for best costumes 
given by Host! Tricks and treats to name just a few. Near 
Hyler Cove Cemetery …… Oh … what a view!!! 
MEMBERS: $40 |  NON-MEMBERS: $45

REVELRy    Thursday, November 1, 3 pm
Tour of Robbins Lumber Company’s ultra modern sawmill 
in Searsmont with Jim Robbins. Founded in 1881, today the 
fifth generation of the Robbins family is managing one of the 
most modern pine sawmills in the U.S.A. Come see where 
some of the best white pine products in the country are locally 
produced. After the tour, Ann and Jim Robbins will entertain 
you at their home with the history of their family while you 
enjoy beverages, including wine and beer, and appetizers.
MEMBERS: $25 |  NON-MEMBERS: $30

special Thanks to all who donated Raffle items to
the 21st annual Gardens in the Watershed Tour!

Barley Joe Farm Greenhouse  Brambles   Carol’s Collectibles  Endless Summer 
Dahlias   Evergreen Nursery  Fernwood Nursery & Gardens  Fiore Artisan Olive Oils 
& Vinegar  Glendarragh Farm Lavender  Kathy Moores   Lynn Snow Watercolors 

Plants Unlimited  Seasons Downeast Designs   The Green Thumb   Viking Hardscapes
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Please join the Board and staff as we honor all of the many volunteers 
who make our conservation a success … formal invitation to follow.

THURSday, dECEMBER 6, 5:30 -  7:30 PM
focus on the future

Volunteer Celebration at Eric Hopkins Gallery




